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{An Apology to Song Binbin}
-- Asian Studies Newsletter, Spring Issue, 2003. Volume 48, Number 2, P38
www.aasianst.org
“The contributors and editors of Chinese Femininities/Chinese Masculinities
(University of California Press, 2002) listed below would like to publicly apologize to
Song Binbin and her family for including in the first printing of the book statements
that presented Ms. Song as responsible for violent acts that occurred near the start of

Cultural Revolution. Including these statements in the book was a serious error in
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judgment. Furthermore, new information has come to light, in the form of interviews
conducted by the Long Bow Group for their documentary film “Morning Sun,” that
directed contradicts the notion that Ms. Song was involved in acts of violence. The
editors are very sorry for the offense given and distress caused to Ms. Song and her
family. The University of California Press joins in apologizing for this situation. An
errata sheet is being included in the remaining copies of the fist printing of the book,
and when it goes into a second printing, the offending passages on pages I and 259
will be stricken or changed. This statement has been issued by the editors listed below
both to express their regret to Ms. Song and her family for any distress cause and also
to ask anyone who purchased the book to please disregard the statements in question.”

Susan Brownell, Emily Honing, Thomas Laqueur, and Jeffrey Wasserstrom.
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